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All change at the Co -op  
 

 The recent closure of 
Strachans, both sudden and unex-
pected, has left a large void in the 
village in terms of food shopping.  
Braemar now has just the one food 
shop, the Co-op.  Whilst performing 
sterling service over the years, the 
Co-op is not without its problems.  
How many of us have been frus-
trated when popping down to the 
store, to find near empty fruit and 
vegetable shelves? or that the most 
staple of items, such as bread and 
milk, are sold out?  The Buzzard is 
delighted to report good news; plans 
are afoot to make improvements to 
our local store.  The Buzzard in an 
interview with the Co-op Manager, 
Gemma Johnston, discovered  that  
planning permission has been sub-
mitted by Mar Estate to extend the 
store to give it a greater sales area 
and better staff facilities (the staff facilities are particu-
larly basic!)  When final applications have been ap-
proved, the Co-op will be moving into the old Strachans 
store to allow the refurbishment to be carried out.  The 
regional manager has stated that a temporary post office 
counter can be fitted into the Strachans store as well.  
When the refurbishment is complete, the selection of 
products will change dramatically with the addition of an 
instore Bakery (very welcome!) and more room for fruit, 
vegetables and chilled items.  Gemma said óWhilst we 
currently receive regular deliveries 3-4 days per week 
and milk, bread and perishable items on a daily basis, 
there have been a few issues with the suppliers having 
incorrect information.  This has led to aggravation for 
both customers and staff alike.  However with increased 
awareness and support from regional management and 
with the prospect of greater store space, the Braemar 
store is in a much better place nowô.    
 The Buzzard also discovered that since Gemma 
has been managing the Co-op, with the help of custom-
ers, funds have been raised for numerous charities in-
cluding Clan, Marie Curie, The Scottish Poppy Trust, 
Starlight, and RNLI.  At the present time the store is col-
lecting funds for Enable Scotland which stand at over 
Ã1,300.  Letôs all wish the Co-op good luck for the future! 

All aboard the óRoyal Trainô at Braemarôs Street Party.  More  
photos inside on page 7  

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
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Braemar News Group  

 

Many thanks to the Moorfield Hotel who hosted 
the AGM of the Braemar News Group back in 
March.  At the AGM a revised constitution for 
the group was ratified and a new committee 
elected comprising: 
 
Chair:  Pete Mulvey  Treasurer:  Dorothy Ram-
say  Secretary:  Margaret Palmer  Buzzard 
Editor:  Liz Robertson  Members:  Susie Far-
quharson, Maggie MacAlpine, Pamela McAree 
 
The position of Buzzard Editor is new.  The Edi-
tor will have overall responsibility for production 
of the Buzzard supported by the Editorial team - 
which currently comprises the Committee plus 
Richard Baker, Marilyn Baker, Doug Bruce, 
Selena Hill, Dave Sherrard and Pat Thomson.  
Anyone interested in joining the Editorial team  
should contact the Editor, Liz Robertson (
41030.  All enthusiastic helpers welcome!  How-
ever you do not need to be part of the Editorial 
team to submit articles/photos/letters/events for 
the diary for possible inclusion in the Buzzard 
on an occasional basis - these can be emailed 
to the Buzzard at: info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk 
or sent direct to the current Editor c/o Coldrach 
Lodge, Chapel Brae.   
 
With the recent development of the Buzzard 
website www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk the deci-
sion has been made to revert to quarterly issues 
of the Buzzard at least for the next year (but is-
sues have increased in size!) The 2-monthly 
issues of the Buzzard were intended to help 
promote village events but now the website en-
ables the óWhatôs On in and around your villageô 
to be updated on a continual basis - so if you 
are organising an event and have missed a 
Buzzard deadline, donôt worry! - email  the de-
tails to info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk (or contact 
our webmaster, Dave Sherrard, direct on (
41516) and this can be put onto the website.  If 
we all make a habit of doing this, then the Buz-
zardôs electronic óWhatôs Onô will be a useful vil-
lage diary.  
 
Finally,  just a reminder that the Buzzard is dis-
tributed free of charge to local residents but do-
nations towards costs are always welcome.  Do-
nation tins are located in the Newsagent and at 
the local Garage.   

Community Update:  

 

Community Council :  The AGM of the Com-

munity Council took place in April.  Six nomina-
tions for four places on the Council necessitated 
an election. (Results will be reported on in the next 
issue.)  In his annual report the Chairman of the 
Community Council, John Macpherson, reviewed 
the major issues of the past year including:  New 
medical centre - no progress at present.  Inver-
cauld mews houses - progress slow and housing 
allocation of óaffordableô houses proving a little 
controversial.  Extension of the Braemar speed 
limit zone - is helping slow traffic through the vil-
lage.  Lunch club for the over 60s - well sup-
ported and very popular.  (For more information 
contact Carole Paterson(41493). Snow clearing 
through the winter - generally good within the 
village but no so good on the main road.  The web-
cam, pointing at the snow gates, should be in 
place for next winter.  Improvements to the road at 
Invercauld Bridge are planned which may hope-
fully prevent fewer cars coming off the road here. 
St Margaretôs church - no progress on renovation 
or development of strategy for future use.  Village 
tub planting - very successful, the village looked 
wonderful though the summer, thank you to all 
who helped.  Strachans closure - sad loss to the 
village but we look forward to the planned refur-
bishment of the Co-op.   

Question Time (April 20):  The event was 

well attended and many local issues aired.  The 
panel comprised: Martin Ford (Green Party)  Jean 
Morrison (Labour) Nanette Milne (Conservative)  
Mike Rumbles (Liberal Democrats) and Dennis 
Robertson (SNP).   

Elections Results: Cairngorms National 

Park: Katrina Farquhar.  Scottish Parliament: Ab-

erdeenshire West - Dennis Robertson SNP. 

Church Clock:  Now mended and reinstalled 

and chiming away! 

Golf Club:   The annual general meeting of the 

golf club was held on Friday 29th April at which Mr 
Dave Donald was elected club captain and Mr 
Dave Chandler his vice captain with other officials 
remaining in post.  In a challenging financial cli-
mate greater efforts have to be made to attract 
more use of the course and club facilities and it 
was agreed that a new website is to be launched 
to advertise the uniqueness of the setting and a 
new tier of membership created to accommodate 
less frequent players. This will permit 10 rounds to 
be played in the season, including use by a guest, 
at a cost of £150.00 www.braemargolfclub.co.uk 
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Braemar  Tourism Group  

 The Braemar Tourism Group has operated 
for a number of years to help promote tourism in 
the Braemar area.  Membership is open to anyone 
who has a local tourism business or organisation 
on payment of a small membership fee. The cur-
rent committee members are:  Iain Hair (chair); 
Andy Shore (vice chair); Liz Shore (treasurer); Alis-
tair Hubbard (secretary). 
 The group collaborates closely with other or-
ganisations such as the Community Council, the 
Deeside DMO, the National Park and Visit Scot-
land to promote and fund the development of tour-
ism and to extend the tourist season. 
 The group provides a forum within which 
ideas or problems associated with the develop-
ment of tourism can be debated and tourism pro-
jects developed.  Recent examples include the pro-
duction and circulation of the óBraemar leafletô; 
support for the Braemar Community website; sup-
port for the development of the Jacobite Fete at the 
Castle; funding for the Royal Wedding Street Party 
and the Junior Highland Games.   
 Currently the group is working on the devel-
opment of a tourism development strategy for 
Braemar.  The main aim of the strategy is to pro-
vide local businesses and organisations with an 
opportunity to reflect on how they can grow their 
businesses in a sustainable manner on their own 
or in collaboration with others in their business sec-
tor.  This collective vision will be used to engage 
with local and regional funding organisations and 
where appropriate to secure funding.  Copies of 
the current draft can be obtained from Iain at  
hairhotels@btconnect.com   
 If you wish to get involved with the group, 
please contact any of the committee members. 

Thankyou:  

 

¶ For the huge amount of help given by 
good neighbours over the winter to those 
of us in the community who are less than 
fit.  Neil Bain was particularly helpful with 
his snow blower, without his help we 
would have had trouble finding the car!  
Others were equally helpful with shopping. 

K. Fallowfield  
 

¶ To the First Response Team for their 
prompt (under 5 minutes!) turnout and re-
assuring presence when I had need to call 
them out with a medical emergency re-
cently.  We may not have an ambulance 
stationed in the village but we do have an 
excellent First Response Team. 

 

Pamela McAree  

GARDEN TIPS 

 
 Donôt pull up all 
those nettles in the gar-
den -  do cultivate a patch 
in a corner, they are such 
a useful plant!   Invalu-
able as plant and moth 
food, an aid to pest con-
trol, good as mulch, great 
as a compost accelerator, 
steep in water to make a liquid plant food - 
their uses go on and on.  Find out more online 
at www.nettles.org.uk or read ó101 Uses for 
Stinging Nettlesô by Piers Warren published in 
2006 by Wildeye.   
 Don some gloves and cut off the tops of 
young leaves of nettles to make a fantastic 
soup, you will need half a carrier bag full... 
 

RECIPE CORNER 

Nettle Soup  

 Wash nettles thoroughly and put to one 
side.  In a pan gently sweat one large chopped 
onion, one large chopped carrot, 2 chopped 
celery sticks and a large crushed clove of gar-
lic.  Add a litre of vegetable or chicken stock 
and pile in the nettles.  Bring to the boil and 
simmer until nettles are tender.  Season well 
and puree in a liquidiser adding a couple of 
tablespoons of cooked rice to thicken (or hand-
ful of óSmashô). Serve with a swirl of cream and 
a generous sprinkling of chopped herbs.  Also 
good served cold.  

Braemar Scout Trip to Denmark  

The 1st Braemar Scout Group is off to Denmark for 
the first week of July, visiting the Geels Gruppe in 
Copenhagen.  The Geels Scouts visited Braemar 
last year and enjoyed the junior games and hospital-
ity of the Braemar Scouts.  There are 20 cubs and 
scouts and 6 leaders going, and to make the trip as 
affordable as possible the group have been fund 
raising frantically with the target of raising £100 per 
person.  Thank you to everyone who has supported 
the fund raising effort.  The funds are now standing 
very close to their target and everyone is getting 
very excited and looking forward to their trip.  If you 
would like more information on the trip or would like 
to make a donation, please phone Susie Farquhar-
son on 41382 or email at Susie@farkys.net 



Braemar Buzzard Informing the Community    Issue 21 - May 2011 

4 

The Walking Group      

is now conducting regular walks on 
alternate Tuesdays & Saturdays. We 
try to make the walks as varied and 
interesting as possible and since our 
first AGM, held in January this year, 
we have only had to postpone one 
walk because of bad weather. 
Notification of the next walk is 
circulated via e-mail or letter to all 
members. 
 

From the top of humble Craig 
Choinich to Ben Macdui, in the heart 
of the National Park, you can still see 

why the ancients said that the Hills & Mountains are there to hold up the sky!  I often stand in awe of 
the powers that formed this rugged landscape and always feel privileged to be able to walk with 
freedom remembering all those people less fortunate to have enjoyed the same health as I have.   
Being well prepared, with the correct equipment and with the blessing of good weather, walking the 
local hills and glens is a great experience. If anyone wishes to join the walking group e-mail us on: 
braemarwalkers@btinternet.com or phone Richard (41225.  There is  large  selection of our 
previous walks on our Blog at: http://braemarwalkers.blogspot.com     Richard Baker  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
BRAEMAR SERVICE STATION  

has gone green!  
 

This summer we will be selling a range 
of bedding plants, compost, plant tubs 

and other gardening accessories.   

 

Also donôt forget we stock a wide range of 
hardware, pet treats and bird food and 

also BBQôs and charcoal.   
 

Call in and see what weõve got! 

Gifts and Gardens is changing its name to Wild Thistle in an attempt to attract a wider 

market, especially in the quieter winter months.  The shop will remain much the same, concentrating 
on quality gifts and home accessories made in Scotland.  This season, plant sales will transfer to the 
forecourt of the Braemar Service Station.  Bedding plants and shrubs will be available from mid May 
onwards and we urge you to support Joanne and Barry. 

Richard  
Dalmore House  
Fife Brae  

BRAEMAR WINDOW CLEANING 

& EXTERNAL PAINTING 

 

¶ ALL PROJECTS CONSIDERED 

¶ ASK FOR  A QUOTE 

Gutters Cleared  

SNO-DEVIL  
Melt your problems away! 

Trace heating systems are specified to 
prevent the build-up of snow and ice in 

gutters and on roofs. 
SNO DEVIL provides an affordable solution to the 
damaging effect snow and ice have on your house, 

once installed SNO DEVIL has minimal running costs. 

For a free no obligation estimate  
Tel: 013397 56221 Mob: 077 284 80706 

www.snodevil.webs.com  
 

email: snodevilmelts@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 

www.wildthistle.co.uk 
 

Gorgeous gifts, unique home accessories & 
personal presents for all occasions & all ages. 

Inspired by country living, mostly made in Scotland 
 

10 Invercauld Road, Braemar, Tel 013397 41070, 

info@wildthistle.co.uk 

 

Tel: + 01339 741225     

Mobile: 07890892664 

e-mail:  

bubags02@btinternet.com 

mailto:braemarwalkers@btinternet.com
http://www.wildthistle.co.uk
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www.braemarandcrathieparish.org.uk BRAEMAR & CRATHIE PARISH  

Spring 2011 relaunched website. Check service times together with all the latest Parish news. 
 

www.braemarcastle.co.uk   BRAEMAR CASTLE  

Castle history; visitor information; how to become a volunteer; castle hire and more.  
 

www.braemarwalkers.blogspot.com BRAEMAR WALKING GROUP  

Blog describing all the recent highlights of the walking group.  For more information 
about the group contact Richard (41225 
 

www.braemarlhg.com    BRAEMAR LOCAL HISTORY GROUP  

Information on the group -  contacts, events, report on past events, sections that will be added to on 
local buildings, local businesses and local residents. 
 

www.discoverroyaldeeside.com  DISCOVER ROYAL DEESIDE  

Visitorôs guide to Royal Deeside including a special page on Braemar. 

"  

"
 

Do you have any odd jobs 
needing done?  

 

Cleaning gutters, mowing lawns, 

splitting logs etc.....  
 

Contact: Iain MacKay  
 

Tel:013397 41245  

Mob: 0775 3278597  

 

All jobs considered.  

Old Cine Film Reels & Slides to DVD  
 

Excellent results  
 

Reasonable cost and no VAT  
 

Established 1969  
 

Contact Bob Thomson  

013397 41214  
 

Keep abreast online - useful websites to visit 

for local information  

www.braemarbuzzard.org.uk    BRAEMAR BUZZARD  

Read the Buzzard online; check out óWhatôs Onô in and around Braemar; 
search past editions.  Organising an event?  Then email the information 
to info@braemarbuzzard.org.uk and it can be added to the event diary. 

 

www.braemarscotland.co.uk    BRAEMAR GUIDE  

Guide for visitors to Braemar - everything from accommodation to 
weather! 

http://www.calicolaine.co.uk/
http://www.calicolaine.co.uk/
http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/sci/
http://www.calicolaine.co.uk/
http://www.writetothem.com/
http://magicseaweed.com/
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Time Travel in Braemar  

 

 The 1911 census became available to researchers on 5 April and gives a fascinating picture of 
Braemar 100 years ago. It was becoming recognisably the village we know, peopled by families 
whose descendants still live in the village, and shops that many of us remember. 
 Among the familiar traders are Hutchinson the butcher; Gordon the baker; John Grant the sta-
tioner; James Grant the motor agent; Airlie House the draper.  At Airlie House, John McGregor, tai-
lor, outfitter and clothier, lives with his wife Jane, and daughters Helen, 11, and Annette, 8. 
 Annette seems to be a trendy name for the time - at Burnside , James Grant the cycle and mo-

tor agent and his wife Rose, who comes from Oxford, have three children: Arthur, 14, Winifred, 12, 
and another Annette, 10.  Nearby at Jasmine are the carpenter James McDonald, his wife Margaret, 
and their children John, 14, Alexander, 13, Margaret, 9, and Isa, 5, who are all at school.  At the 
Chapel House beside St Andrewôs Church, Canon James Paul, RC clergyman, his Irish house-
keeper Isabella Harker, and a young visitor, Catherine Paterson, aged 11.  At Daisybank are the 
gamekeeper John Grant, his wife Isabella, and their daughter Jane, who is 36.   At Rose Cottage , 
the blacksmith John Stewart, his 30-year-old daughter Mary, and lodging with them are two young 
plumbers, John Lamb and Edwin Bruce. 
 A surprising number of houses are empty, including Choinnach, Hayfield and the Toll House.  
Up Chapel Brae, the redoubtable Miss Mary McDonald is at 2 Fern, 32 years old and head teacher of 
St Andrewôs School (nowadays the Old School House) since she was 23.  
 At Braemar Castle , the splendidly aristocratic-sounding Robert Bruce Grant Gordon lives with 

his wife Frances and daughter Agnes Frances - but despite the impressive name he is a hotel worker 
and his wife is a domestic servant.  Agnes Frances, unusually, describes herself as a chemistry stu-
dent. 
 Just a snapshot of Braemar on one night in 1911.  More next time - and if you wonder who was 
in your  house that night, contact me through the Buzzard and Iôll find out. 

 
For more information on the 1911 census and how to access it, go to www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk 
 

Alison Grant MacKintosh  
Jasmine, 1948 -64, Dunain, 1964 -67 

Braemar Local History Group (BLHG).  

 BLHG has had a highly suc-
cessful season of events culminat-
ing in a visit to Invercauld House 
which rounded off, for this season, 
talks from John Duff, Willie 
Meston and David Geddes. 
 Forthcoming events are 
likely to include two free guided 
walking tours about the village.  
The first hour long walk to look at 
the various church buildings and 
associated history, the second to 
look at historical buildings. These 
walks will be primarily geared to-
wards visitors although open to 
interested locals too; possibly run-
ning fortnightly and commencing 
early July.  Any thoughts and vol-
unteer guides welcome. 
 Finally an invitation is ex-
tended to all villagers to suggest 
topics, speakers or events, which 
the committee can consider for 
next yearôs programme.  Visit the 
BLHGôs website for more information about the group:  www.braemarlhg.com     Doug Bruce  

Neil Bain addressing visitors to Invercauld House, Sunday April 17th 
prior to the tour of the 100 + rooms! 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/

